



HUMhN rights summary 


ARGENTINA: CLANDESTINE PRISONERS 


SOURCE: Buenos Aires 3056 


On April 18, Embassy Buenos Aires submitted a special assessment 
of the clandestine prisoner issue based on an all ^source 

review (DCK, Political Section, r j representat 


visiting from HA) of whether clandestine 


prisoners exist and, if so, 


how many and under what conditions. The report was stimulated by repeated 
but unverifiable reports from released prisoners concerning clandestine 
(unpublicized , officially unacknowledged) facilities and prisoners. 

The Embassy concluded that there are probably several categories of 
clandestine prisoners: 

- 'in process*' prisoners who have been detained legally or^ tfV'TJ Tr 
HPi-gvt and are being held for interrogation and subsequent 

jv. determination as to whether they will be resurfaced as Executive 
3 T\$| 

t c Branch (PEN) priosners , released, or murdered; 

| C who arej 

J a —trustees and o^as^cooperating with the security forces and " 

§ j!j 3 ' whose location may be known to their families but is otherwise 

^ 3 g kept secret to protect the individuals; some of these prisoners 
I $< f probably appear on "disappeared" lists; 

S» —retrainees who are participating in rehabilitation programs; 

fit again families may know the whereabouts of such prisoners; 

j If In 

I g-pU a —prisoners held at the Disposition of Military Authorities (DAM 

prisoners) ; such prisoners have been visited by ICRC representatives 
and their families know there whereabouts, but their detentions 
are not officially acknowledged; and 


may' 


While the Embassy^ 
to establish either 


-some who/fall within other as yet unknown "covert" categories. 

the available -ri apg* data &£■ insufficient 

the total number of clandestine 

prisoners or the numbers for any specific categories, it concludes that 

fehe=giefeai=#igare=ie=prefeabiy several hundred persons may be involved 

and several thousand persons probably are not. Security procedures 

that permit the routine murder of prisoners argue>ft gl^3^i ' dihfe 1 t<fa l -tfoH Eitift | 

tbit for the smaller figure, according to the Embassy. .It would simnly be 
rather 

expedient to eliminate detainees /t Ahtbfr than shoulder the problems inherent 

in keeping them alive in large clandestine facilities. 

a somewhat -larger 

' Local human rights organizations tend to estimate/the clandestine 
prisoner population than the Embassy, but they have not pressured the 

government on this issue, notes the report, because they fear that the 
prisoners will be killed rather than resurfaced or released. 
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